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BONDS MEADOW COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION 

Minutes of the Committee Meeting Held on  

8th May 2017 at Ashdale 

Present  John Ward (Chair), Margaret Martin, Peter Aldous, Tony Fokinther 
                   Christina Brinded, Peter Brinded, Brian Hunter 
 
Apologies  Lynne Ward, Allyson Barron, Lindsey Andrews, Steve Moore,  
                     Dorothy Gordon, Sheila Hunter. 
 
Previous Minutes  were agreed to be accurate. 
 
Matters Arising 
 
Bank Signatory Agreement.  John has it and will complete his section as soon as 
possible.  Record Office.  Everyone who uses the Suffolk Bio-Diversity Service has 
to open their own account.  A password and e-mail address is required.  Tony has 
got them to open a Bonds Meadow Group.  This will keep our information together.  
Ben Heather is co-ordinating it.  He can help with the Bio-Blitz.  All information goes 
to I-Record central processing.  This is a digitalized record which all Suffolk wildlife 
will be linked to.  It is up to individuals who want to take part.  At present, Tony and 
Ben Heather are the only people mentioned.  There are some very good Bio-Blitz 
documents.  The best is in the Natural History Museum – “A Guide to running a Bio-
Blitz”.  Another site is Opal Explore Nature.  They have clear guides to help identify 
trees, plants, insects, etc.  Bulk records can be handled.  Tony has e-mailed Lindsey 
who will get information to him.  The site is called Suffolk Biodiversity Information 
Service.  It is a way of going forward which is really important.  John has set up an 
account but it should link in. 
 
Award from Anglia in Bloom 
 
On 31st March, Margaret, Christina and Mandy attended an Anglia in Bloom 
Presentation Evening.  Bonds Meadow was awarded the Royal Horticultural 
Society/Anglia in Bloom “Outstanding” Level 5 “It’s Your Neighbourhood” Award.  
This is in recognition of the benefit we bring to the community as well as 
environmental and conservation achievements.  This is a level up from last year.  
There is only one higher level (Level 6 Distinction).  Anglia in Bloom said that 
anything above a Level 4 is very difficult to achieve.  Margaret gave a presentation 
on Bonds Meadow which hopefully contributed to raising our profile. 
 
Chair’s Report 
 
I would like to thank everyone for a very successful woodland path opening.  
Particular thanks to Tony for producing such a good leaflet and subsequent video, to 
Christina for her thoughtful gifts of seeds, Lynne for the biscuits and Margaret for the 
drinks.  A lovely morning all round.  A new and hopefully a very good contact has 
been made as a result of the day with Tony and Anne Brown.  They seem to be 
natural history experts.  Tony has provided us with a list of species that we have not 
yet recorded and has advised us on the record keeping.  I have provisionally asked  
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Chair’s Report (continued) 
 
him if he can give a talk to us and he is happy to do so, subject to his health.  The 
account with Suffolk Biological Recording is open and you should have all received 
from me the user name and password details to log in and record.   
 
Encroachment. In late March I received an e-mail from Cllr Jane Murray, forwarded 
from Gayle Hart in response to my e-mail to Jane urging that the land be registered 
as advised by Steven Knight at Norton Peskett.  It re-stated the old position that 
WDC had tried to register the land using our evidence but were unsuccessful.  They 
would consider the merits of our latest advice. 
 
I have spoken with Mr Stone about the placement of the storage unit on their land to 
the right of the gate.  They would be happy about this as long as it was placed 
sensitively.  However, firstly Persimmon are seeking to use that piece of land as an 
enclosure for machinery when they start work.  Secondly, Mr and Mrs Stone have 
discussed the idea of a land swap with the Council.  The piece they currently own is 
directly adjacent to their house.  He will keep me informed.   
 
I have contacted Persimmon for an update but Simeon Nelson has been on holiday.  
The same goes for Daniel Wareing regarding fly-tipping so I am still awaiting replies.   
 
Website.  The video was put on the website immediately as well as on Facebook.  I 
have not put the appeal for the container on yet because (a) I initially forgot and (b) 
because I remembered Peter Ross had said he may fund the other part so I was not 
sure whether that was necessary. 
 
Bio-Toilet.  I received an e-mail very recently from Sarah Mills (Asset Management 
WDC) asking us where we might site such a toilet. This needs further discussion.  
Possible cost would be £6000 for a basic model.  Christina said she had seen a 
willow bio-toilet at the Willow Project.  It merges into the area.  We need to contact 
Geoff Young.  Peter A will circulate Lindsey’s report. 
 
On the morning of the meeting I received an e-mail from Colin Manning (Chestnut 
Avenue Neighbourhood Watch) asking us about cut trees being used by intruders to 
bridge the dyke and enter people’s gardens. (Covered in Project Management 
Report). Peter A confirmed the intruders have not used work party materials.  We 
have not exacerbated the situation, quite the reverse, as we removed trees which 
had fallen across the dyke, which was actually the responsibility of the property 
owners.  Some people have built their own bridges.  John will point out that these 
encroachments may well play a part in security breaches.   
 
John has been contacted by Lee Darby of Hedgehog Rescue who rescued a nearly-
dead hedgehog from Ashdale’s garden.  It is now fit and healthy and will be returned 
to the meadow.  We agreed we would like to liaise with Lee’s organization, as 
hedgehogs are in sharp decline. 
 
Lastly, John is concerned about the lack of woodpecker drumming this year.  Has 
anyone heard any? 
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Treasurer’s Report 
 
The Treasurer was unable to attend the meeting but later sent a finance report to be 
included in the minutes. 
 
Finance Report as at 10/05/17 
 
Balance B/F  Statement 82                               1,457.12 
 
Expenditure 
 
27/04/17  Chainsaw Q66                                  (  104.98) 
                Grass Seed Q67                               (    16.95) 
 
               (Postage                                                   0.55 
               (Printer Ink                                              10.00 
               (Eastern Woods Opening 
               (Refreshments                                        16.04 
                               Q68                                     (   26.59) 
 
Balance as at 10/05/17                                     1,308.60 
 
PayPal Account                                                      14.75 
   
 
 

PROJECT MANAGERS REPORT                                    8th May 2017 

Activity – Recently. 

Volunteers –   We currently number 7 regulars, and when Paul is not working abroad there are 8 
of us.  All can be relied upon to turn up weekly. Sometimes our numbers will increase, but the 
hard work that we put in every Tuesday is not for everyone.  We are the end of another series of 
key tasks. I have not compiled a fresh set as we will soon be embarking on the construction of 
the pond dipping walkway, and platform. This is a major task, and will take us many sessions to 
complete. We have discussed attending more than once a week which is probably desirable. 
Grateful thanks to Margaret, who never fails to turn up new rubbish. Recently we have removed 
the following from the smaller ponds. A complete ceiling fan, a hoover, and a child's ride-on, not 
to mention several dozen daffodils that had been pulled and thrown in. We continue to waste 
valuable time clearing the smaller ponds of debris, and wood. The removal of these two ponds 
must be completed as soon as time,and budget allows. Margaret has also officially reported a 
further outbreak of fly tipping. 

Sun Henge – We dug out and dismantled the old seat, and moved the concrete legs to the Low 
Meadow where we will replace the wooden planks, and erect the seat in the newly cleared area. 
Peter Ross assisted me in concreting in the legs of the new seat, purchased for us by Suffolk 
Norse. It is made of recycled materials and painted oak brown. A kind lady brought us two boxes 
of wildflower seeds in appreciation for all our efforts, and we planted them in the two meadows. 

Lower Meadow – We completed the coppicing of encroaching trees, and brambles, and cut a 
new stairway to the meadow enabling easier access, particularly in the winter. 
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Project Manager’s Report (continued) 
 

The Main Pond – Getting it ready for the pond dipping platform. We have replanted all water 
plants that were scattered by the excavating process, and added many more from Steve's 
school. We have completed the landscaping of the surrounding soil which was dredged from the 
pond. The whole area now looks pleasing to the eye. We finished it off by planting grass seeds 
across the reformed areas. 

Eastern Walkway – Melanie Wilson and several youngsters from Shape, a YMCA enterprise 
helped us one morning to clear and tidy the Communal orchard and entrance to the Eastern 
walkway in readiness for the official opening. The opening ceremony was well attended, and it 
was good to see local councilors supporting us. Tony produced an excellent leaflet 
commemorating the opening, and the sherry was warmly appreciated, as was John's guitar. 

General – The team, ably assisted by Steve, cut down and removed a large tree that had fallen 
from a resident’s garden across the ditch. This had allowed children to get across, and remove 
items from their garden. Last Tuesday we also received news that children had got across the 
ditch further along, and using material taken from a compost tip, had made a bridge from which 
they took items, and did damage to the garden. I advised the resident to contact the Police. We 
removed the bridge. 

Great news regarding our recent award from Lowestoft in Bloom. We have attained a level 5 
Outstanding, our 3rd consecutive year of improvement. Next year Level 6 the Top award! - 

Suffolk Norse - have now confirmed an £1800 chainsaw training course for Steve and myself. 
We await detailed confirmation, but we have a date of w/c June 5th which will see us attend a 5 
day course, possibly in Halesworth. Peter Ross has also pledged the purchase of all suitable 
chainsaw clothing once we have passed the course, which has a pass or fail requirement. 

Tomorrow Peter Ross again joins the working party. Following this he will go with Steve and 
myself to Travis Perkins to purchase the wood and fixings needed for our Pond dipping platform 
and walkway. We need to determine a delivery address for the wood. Peter Ross is also lending 
us a generator for use during the walkway construction. 

I soon hope to hear that the Waveney Norse grant application that Peter Ross and I completed 
has been successful, and that the money can be used to support Len's locality budget cheque. 
The final total of £1300 will then be used to purchase a new, larger storage unit for the working 
party’s tools and equipment. 

Peter Aldous.    Project Manager 
 
Peter A has agreed that Peter Ross will cut the meadow twice a year, as advised by 
Peter Ross.  Peter R will use correct cutting gear.  Christina advised doing a third cut 
in January if we get a mild winter.  We need to leave some grass long because of 
wildflowers.  The recently planted wildflowers, especially yellow rattle, are coming 
through. 
 
Storage Unit Placement has already been covered. 
 
Delivery Address for Pond-Dipping Materials 
 
Peter A is expecting a large delivery of wood.  He asked John’s permission to have it 
delivered and stored on his land.  John agreed, in principle, but will liaise with Peter 
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to discuss practicalities.  The wood will be ordered tomorrow.  Otherwise it can go to 
Steve’s school.  The best day for delivery is Friday or Saturday morning. 
 
AGM 
 
The AGM will be held at 10.30 am on Saturday 24th June in the Small Hall at Oulton 
Community Centre.  John will invite Tony Brown to speak. 
 
Newsletter 2nd Edition 
 
Tony is putting this together.  He talked through his plans featuring biodiversity and 
how to record.  The newsletter will contain photos of Bonds Meadow views, the 
Chair’s message and news of Persimmon’s work.  Tony approached Persimmon to 
ask for a statement.  He will be speaking to their representative tomorrow.  There will 
be some small changes to the BOB page with more information on what they do.  
There are a lot of small child-care groups in this area.  Tony intends to write a feature 
of their use of Bonds Meadow and how it benefits them.  There will also be an article 
on the Eastern Woods Opening, the Project Manager’s message and volunteering.  
The visit from SHAPE (YMCA) will be featured.  Tony has asked volunteers to put in 
a few lines saying why they volunteer.  Ivan Bunn is producing historical output.  “In 
Spotlight” will cover questions on ivy and why we retain it.  Margaret will write an 
article in support of trying to get a Deer Warning Traffic Sign.  Forthcoming events 
and news of our recent award will also be included.   
 
Butterflies of Britain and Future Events 
 
Lindsey sent apologies and will e-mail event dates.  The Big Butterfly Count will take 
place on 29th July.  The Bio-Blitz will take place during the second week of August 
(provisional).  The Halloween Event will take place on 29th October (provisional).  
John asked if there is anything we can do to prevent damage to the meadow when 
the flowers come into bloom.  It was suggested we hold events on the lower 
meadow.  We will also hand out literature at events. 
 
Bio-Toilet  This has been covered in the Chair’s Report. 
 
Signage   This is being organized by the work party. 
 
Tesco “Bags Of” Scheme/Possible Future Support 
 
This has not been fully investigated owing to lack of time.  Try and investigate this 
month. 
 
New Oulton Broad Parish Council 
 
There is no mention of Bonds Meadow in Waveney’s plans to transfer assets to the 
new Town Councils.  John will ask Jane Murray if she has any information.   
 
We also need to introduce ourselves to the two new County Councillors.  They will 
be invited to the AGM. 
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Website 
 
Tony’s video is on the web-site.  Text about the path opening is still to go on.  As 
ever, send John anything that needs to go on the web-site.  Margaret asked if her 
Muntjac article can go on.   
 
 
AOB 
 
Could we have Hi-Viz tabards for warmer weather?  Our Hi-Viz jackets work well on 
health and safety grounds but they are too hot to work in during the summer. 
 
Christina suggested further liaison with Suffolk Wildlife Trust.  Also Kai Seago who 
has helped in the past and is very knowledgeable. 
 
Regarding the concerns about the apparent absence of woodpeckers raised in the 
Chair’s Report, John said he had not heard woodpeckers for some time.  He has 
been told that recent tree activity may have disturbed them, but they should return.  
We will listen out for them.  It is thought a woodpecker was heard a few weeks ago.  
John asked that future tree management involves leaving fallen trees (where safe).  
Peter A said we don’t take trees down unnecessarily.   
 
John has recently spoken to a school site manager who can use a chain saw and is 
keen to help.   
 
Tony asked if we could, in future, think about having work parties at week-ends as 
this could attract more people.   
 
Oulton Parish Council are seeking reports on activities in the area.  It was agreed 
that Margaret will send them a report on Bonds Meadow.  We have also received an 
invitation to speak about Bonds Meadow to the Rotary Club on 9th August.  It was 
agreed that Margaret will do this. 
 
Date of Next Meeting    7.30 pm on 13th June 2017 at Ashdale 
 
 
 
 

 


